Newsletter October 2021
The second newsletter of our exciting new initiative EuropaBON is out!
We will report on past and upcoming stakeholder workshops, news
from our growing network, EuropaBON’s new social media campaign
and many more newsworthy achievements and announcements!
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1 News from the secretariat
EuropaBON’s network continues to grow!

In March 2021, EuropaBON launched its members platform, through which
interested parties (individuals or organisations) can register to become
EuropaBON members or stakeholders. The members’ platform allows users
to stay informed on EuropaBON’s project outputs and make themselves,
their organization and areas of expertise visible to the European
biodiversity community and to EuropaBON. The EuropaBON network also
includes project stakeholders who engage more actively in the various
project activities. During the project, selected EuropaBON stakeholders will
be invited to join thematic workshops based on their expertise.
In June 2021, a preliminary analysis of EuropaBON’s network was
performed. The analysis revealed that as of June 16/21, the EuropaBON
network counted 351 members, of which the overwhelming majority (>
250) became EuropaBON stakeholders. Most of EuropaBON’s members
come from academia, followed by government bodies and NGOs.
Currently, most members work on terrestrial biodiversity at an
international scope. While our members come from 45 different countries,
most are based in Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom, Belgium and Italy.
Please see the figures below for the background, geographic distribution
and thematic focus of our members. This means that more than 100 new
members joined our network over the past three months. The number of
institutional stakeholders also grew from 153 to 233 organizations during
the same time.
Our stakeholder engagement team based at IIASA Austria and represented
by Ian McCallum, Juliette Martin, Piero Visconti and Ivelina Georgieva, will
continue to work hard on engaging our growing community!

EuropaBON will work hard to fill the current gaps in its network, for
example by more actively engaging countries in Eastern Europe, the
marine biodiversity community and potential stakeholders from the
business and policy sectors. If you have not yet registered as a member
and would like to be represented in our EuropaBON network, please don’t
forget to sign up here - the registration is free and will allow you to help cocreate a Biodiversity Observation Network for Europe. We particularly
welcome new members from the above-mentioned and currently
underrepresented groups.

Juliette Martin, Ian McCallum, IIASA

Network analysis
Engagement of network members in designing the Europa Biodiversity
Observation Network is at the core of EuropaBON. To get a better
understanding of the various stakeholders, their needs and their
connections and how these change over the course of the project, we
would like to use some of the information provided in the member profiles
on the EuropaBON members page to map the stakeholder networks and
relationships over time.
In relation to this, we would like to remind you to please complete your
member profile (if you have not done so yet) and fill out any open fields. To
do this, please go to the EuropaBON members page, log in with your
password, click on the “Member Profile” tab on the left-hand side, and fill
out any open questions marked with a red star (i.e., required fields). This
will help us to shape and co-design an effective, user-oriented EuropaBON.

(Your data on the members profile will not be made public if you don’t
indicate to do so and our stakeholder network analysis will only provide
anonymous synthesised results).

Update on the EuropaBON website

Recent EuropaBON event: expert meeting on user
and policy needs

On 29 September 2021, we hosted an expert meeting on user & policy
needs. This invite-only event included representatives of relevant EU
agencies (DG ENV, EEA, Eurostat, DG Agri, DG Climate, EBKC, REAS,
European Biodiversity Partnership), as well as experts involved in
national/regional biodiversity monitoring from the European member
states (including the Eionet National Focal Points). The meeting addressed
biodiversity monitoring data needs in Europe, including current policy
roadblocks and potential solutions.
The meeting focused on the preliminary results of a survey on biodiversity
data uses and policy needs that was distributed to the workshop invitees
on behalf of the European Commission and EuropaBON in the beginning of
August. To complement the answers provided through the survey, semistructured interviews with relevant stakeholders were conducted in
preparation for the expert workshop. Based on the information gathered
through these surveys, interviews and the two stakeholder meetings,
EuropaBON is currently drafting a User & Policy Needs Assessment.

Note: this assessment will be circulated to institutional stakeholders for
input and comments prior to being submitted to the European Commission
at the end of November 2021. We will invite all relevant stakeholders to
this open review in October!
The meeting agenda can be found on our website. For more information,
please contact info@europabon.org.

Report back on EuropaBON’s first stakeholder
workshop
The expert meeting in September builds on the outcomes of our first
stakeholder convening. On 26-28 May 2021, EuropaBON’s first
stakeholder workshop had close to 350 registrants from 48 countries, and
was attended by almost 250 participants from various fields including
policy, academia and non-profit organisations.
The workshop’s first day featured a high-level policy event with speakers

from the European Commission’s directorate level, including John Bell
(Director, DG RTD.C - Healthy Planet), Humberto Delgado Rosa (Director,
DG ENV.D - Natural Capital) and Giovanni De Santi (Director, JRC.D –
Sustainable Resources), as well as two roundtable discussions on 1) linking
to the Green Deal and 2) policy challenges, opportunities and needs and
targets at national levels.

Days 2 and 3 of the workshop consisted of more targeted and interactive
sessions in small break-out groups. The key aim was to allow stakeholders
to engage more actively in designing the Europa Biodiversity Observation
Network by capturing their ideas and views.
The workshop’s full agenda, presentations and respective recordings can
be found here.

Juliette Martin, IIASA; Hannah Moersberger, UfZ

EuropaBON upcoming workshop on designing
showcases illustrating EBV and EESV workflows from
biodiversity observations to decision-support

On 17-19 November 2021, we will be hosting the first of two workshops
to demonstrate the operationalization of EBVs and EESVs for policy through
so-called showcases, which are examples that show how EuropaBON could
contribute to various major environmental policies of the EU. This inviteonly event will include the EuropaBON work package leads and each of the
leads of each of the five tasks representing the individual showcases in
work package 5, as well as EBV/EESV data providers and end users of the
data products to be developed.
The aim of this workshop is to provide guidance as to how best to produce
the EBVs/EESVs for each of the showcases. More specifically, this meeting
aims to design workflows from biodiversity observations to biodiversity
models and EBVs/EESVs, to supporting policy decisions. The workshop,
which will be a hybrid event, will take place at iDiv, Leipzig, Germany. A
preliminary agenda can be found on our website. For more information,
please contact nestor.fernandez@idiv.de

New social media campaign
In a pursuit to expand the project’s social media presence and to create
transparency with the network, EuropaBON implemented a social media
campaign #EuropaBONfaces. The campaign aims to showcase the
various people that are part of the project and their involvement in the
various tasks to work towards our common goal to establish a Europeanwide biodiversity monitoring network.

Gabriela Popova, Pensoft Publishers

View the rest of the posts here

EuropaBON featuring on the EU Business &
Biodiversity homepage

Our stakeholder analysis revealed that the private sector is still
underrepresented in our network, and so we started to become more
proactive at engaging them. We launched a news item on the EU Business
& Biodiversity homepage to encourage the business sector to help us
design the Europa Biodiversity Network. While biodiversity monitoring
needs more private investment, we also see many opportunities for
businesses to turn these investments into profits.
These include opportunities for start-ups and SMEs in the development of
new technologies, companies that make use of biodiversity forecasts (e.g.,
outbreaks of pest species or nuisance species, bird migrations, agricultural
forecasting), environmental consultants that need biodiversity data to
support governments or companies with impact assessments, businesses
that engage in natural capital accounting or larger companies that want to
develop accounts for their sites, and companies that focus on ecosystem
restoration and thus will need biodiversity data to assess condition of
ecosystems and monitor restoration outcomes.

EuropaBON featuring at Solvay company event

We were recently asked to participate in the "Citizen Day" on Biodiversity
organized by Solvay Science Company for its 23,000 employees around the
world!
Solvay organizes each year an internal event named "Citizen Day". The
2021 edition, held in the second week of October, will be on Biodiversity.
Every Solvay site in the world chooses a date during the week when they
organize local events, to raise environmental awareness and hopefully
become actors for biodiversity protection and restoration, either through
personal commitment or through Solvay's projects in this area. In parallel,
several transversal events like talks, conferences or webinars are proposed
to all Solvay employees.
EuropaBON has been invited to present its project aims and objectives and
to demonstrate how both, the private sector and the wider public can play
an active role in helping to co-design the European Biodiversity

Observation Network to effectively protect biodiversity and ensure
ecosystem functioning across Europe.

Participate in survey on:
Identifying and assessing existing and emerging
novel technologies for biodiversity monitoring

Our work package 4 researchers are currently working on identifying and
assessing novel technologies and methods as part of our consortium's
biodiversity monitoring co-design. We are currently at the stage of
consulting a wider swathe of experts to help identify and assess any
developing areas of tech or new methodology we may have missed in our
initial searches.
If you know of any under-utilised methods and/or new methods which can
be used in biodiversity monitoring, please help us complete the survey
below. This will be immensely helpful in our upcoming workshop to discuss
the suitability of methods for Europe’s biodiversity monitoring strategy.

Complete the survey

The survey will take approximately 7min. to complete!
Circulation of this survey within your respective departments and Twitter is
welcome. Your help with this is greatly appreciated! If there are any
questions regarding this survey or the upcoming workshop, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch with Maria Dornelas (maadd@st-andrews.ac.uk) or
Cher Chow (fycc1@st-andrews.ac.uk).

Help us with inventory of European monitoring
activities:

The EuropaBON Work Package 3 has set up a web-based database to
collect/record the main existing biodiversity data workflows across Europe.
This database will map how biodiversity data collected in monitoring
schemes across Europe flows through different institutions and programs
and is processed to produce Essential Biodiversity Variables and other EU
policy-relevant indicators.
Some examples of EU level biodiversity data workflows are the reporting of
the Habitats and the Water Framework Directives, the Wild Bird Indicators
produced in the Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring Scheme or the
European Grassland Butterfly Indicator produced in the European Butterfly
Monitoring Schemes. There are now two months left to complete this task
(i.e., to comprehensively map biodiversity data workflows across Europe).
We call on EuropaBON members to point us to current EU level biodiversity
data workflows they know of and that we cannot miss.
This database will serve as the basis to evaluate the current biodiversity
observation capacity across Europe by identifying weaknesses, biases and
good practices and successes.
If you are interested in helping with this task, do not hesitate to contact us!
Contact person: Alejandra Morán-Ordóñez (a.moran@creaf.uab.cat)

Alejandra Moran, CREAF

2 Latest project achievements
Feature article in Nature magazine

We are proud to announce that EuropaBON featured in a recent article in
Nature. The article highlights the complex nature of measuring
biodiversity and the difficulties in interpreting observed biodiversity
changes at various scales. The article presents EuropaBON and describes
in more detail its main objectives and methodological approaches to
achieve its goals.

Read the full article here

3 Other news from the network
EMODnet Biology Survey
EMODnet Biology provides open access to data, products and services on
the spatial and temporal distribution of marine species and their traits for
all European regional seas. As we embark on the next phase of
development we are seeking input from stakeholders to ensure that
EMODnet Biology continues to serve the needs of our diverse community
of end users. We have developed a short online questionnaire to capture
this feedback and inform future development. We are keen to hear from
you as to how we can improve our offerings and ensure the future work
plan reflects your needs. The questionnaire, created in collaboration with
EMODnet Seabed Habitats, can be found here and should take less than 5
minutes to complete. The questionnaire will be open for your responses
until Friday 8 October.

Jo Beja, Dan Lear & the EMODnet Biology Team

D-GEO workshop
On 21-22 October 2021, iDiv will host the 49th meeting of the German
GEO working group (D-GEO). GEO stands for the Group on Earth
Observations.
D-GEO’s mandate is to implement GEO at the national level and strengthen
the German contribution to GEO. D-GEO consists of federal agencies and
national scientific institutions with a mandate or interest in Earth
Observations, including satellite and in-situ data acquisition, management

and use.
D-GEO conducts regular meetings with and at diverse national stakeholder
institutions that include thematic sessions with relevant contributions from
the host institution. The aim is to inform D-GEO about relevant
developments and look for synergies with GEO and D-GEO partner’s
activities.
On day one, the D-GEO meeting at iDiv will feature contributions from
several iDiv scientists, presenting their work related to in situ and remote
sensing biodiversity monitoring and the mobilizing, managing and
processing of biodiversity data. A presentation of the EuropaBON project
will be one of the highlights.
Moreover, presentations will be given on the recent developments of
Germany’s federal environmental and nature protection agencies UBA and
BfN at their Leipzig sites with respect to environmental and biodiversity
monitoring data management at national level in Germany. Day two will
see the regular D-GEO working meeting with topics such as progressing
Germany’s geodata management infrastructure, interfacing with research
funding and other GEO related programmes, and preparing the upcoming
GEO week 2021, including the GEO-17 plenary. The meeting will
predominantly be held in German language.

Helmut Staudenrausch, D-GEO national secretariat

LUCAS Soil dataset
At the Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society (GfÖ) in September 2021, I
was able to demonstrate the usefulness of regular surveys and raise
awareness for soil biodiversity. The Land Use/Cover Area statistical Survey
Soil (LUCAS Soil) is a subset of the regular survey of land use, land cover,
and changes over time (LUCAS), and extensively assesses the topsoil
across the European Union. Being designed to derive policy-relevant
statistics on land management effects on soil characteristics, we used the
LUCAS Soil data from 2018 to test the effect of nature conservation
measures on soil enzyme activity, soil aggregate stability, and soil
microbial activity.
We found no evidence for such an effect when comparing nature
conservation areas with non-protected sites across Europe (total n=474),
which showed that soil - even if considered more often over time in
European and German policies - is still ineffectively protected by current
conservation networks. By exploring in total three dimensions (i.e., policy,
evidence, and management), we are able to highlight potential ways
forward to improve nature conservation as a central instrument for soil
biodiversity protection.

Romy Zeiss, iDiv

GEO BON Genetic Composition Working Group

Twenty-one scientists and practitioners published the first analysis of how
countries are reporting to the Convention on Biological Diversity with
respect to monitoring genetic diversity and management for evolutionary
adaptation via the GEO BON Genetic Composition Working Group. The
group analyzed 114 CBD National Reports to determine how countries
report on genetic diversity conservation actions, threats, indicators, values,
and species of focus. They found that genetic targets and indicators mainly
addressed genetic diversity within cultivated species, with little focus on
wild species.
They also found that few reports mentioned monitoring and managing
genetic diversity in situ, and genetic change is poorly monitored by current
indicators. They make specific policy recommendations to help improve
awareness of the importance of genetic diversity, uptake of genetic
diversity indicators, wording for a post 2020 Goal and Target, and
consistent reporting of progress in future National Reports. The group also
produced a policy brief for non-scientists which is translated into 13
languages.

The paper is
available here

The translated policy briefs
are available here

EuropaBON members investigate the field of
“macrogenetics”
EuropaBON member Sean Hoban and 17 colleagues from 10 countries
have reviewed a new field of scientific research known as “macrogenetics”
in the prominent journal Nature Reviews Genetics. The rapidly emerging
field of macrogenetics focuses on analysing publicly accessible genetic
datasets from thousands of species to explore large-scale patterns and
predictors of biodiversity patterns.
The paper reviews the historical precedents (macroecology,

phylogeography), consensus and disagreement in the findings of
macrogenetic studies so far, components of a macrogenetic study,
statistical issues to be addressed, conservation implications, and
integrating macrogenetics with other studies in ecology and evolutionary
biology. The group hopes to increase the reliability, and conservation use,
of future studies. There is also a press release for this article.

The press release is available
here
Sean Hoban led a team of 28 scientists from 16 countries in reviewing the
state of monitoring of genetic biodiversity. The paper reviews
developments over the past five years that improved the ability to monitor
and track this "hidden biodiversity." The areas reviewed include: new
knowledge on how genetic diversity supports ecosystem resilience and
nature's contributions to people, technological and informatic advances,
national and regional policy on genetic diversity, capacity building
activities, and metrics suitable for decision makers.
The authors hope the paper will be useful to improving global strategies
aiming to conserve biodiversity while advancing sustainable and equitable
use, including IPBES, Sustainable Development Goals, Global Strategy for
Plant Conservation, and UN Decade on Ocean Science. This garnered a
range of press coverage globally including:
EurekAlert, a science news aggregator site for journalists (also
phys.org)
Australian National University (also tweeted)
Stockholm University (also tweeted)
INRAE (France agricultural research agency, in French) (also tweeted)

Job opportunity at the CNRS
EuropaBON’s partners at CNRS are looking for a Project Coordinator for the
GEO-TREES project. The GEO-TREES initiative, a new action of the
intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO), is hiring a Project
Coordinator. GEO-TREES supports the establishment and development of a
global activity of in situ biomass reference measurement sites, to validate
satellite-based forest biomass observation instruments.
These sites will provide, at global scale, high-quality, georeferenced data
(forest census, terrestrial, and airborne lidar) to support global spacebased forest biomass mapping. The project coordinator will be responsible
for ensuring communication between the participating scientists (remote

sensing and ecology), creating links with other potential partners (funders),
and helping with the technical implementation of the research programme.
For more information about the position and how to apply, visit the link.
The deadline for sending your applications is 14 October 2021.

Jerome Chave, Paul Sabatier: Université Toulouse III & Dmitry
Schepashchenko, IIASA
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EuropaBON's dissemination team would like to invite you to share all
EuropaBON-related updates, stories and recent achievements to
g.popova@pensoft.net.
Please send us all:
•
•
•
•

scientific papers
events where you've participated
products and services that you've created
any other noteworthy achievements

With your help we will spread the word about the EuropaBON!
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