Newsletter October 2022
In EuropaBON's fifth newsletter, you can read about our
collaboration with Biodiversa+, Europe's biodiversity stakeholder
landscape, our upcoming annual stakeholder conference, and
other important activities, events and announcements from
EuropaBON and its members network!
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1 Latest project achievements
Launch of a key collaboration between EuropaBON
and Biodiversa+!
As of 27 of September 2022, EuropaBON and Biodiversa+ have officially
become key collaborators. By signing a collaboration letter, these two
leading initiatives merge forces to promote and support transnational
biodiversity monitoring. This partnership will allow to build upon, enrich,
and operationalise relevant outcomes from EuropaBON through
Biodiversa+. For example, Biodiversa+ will help develop and make
progress on case studies by helping to overcome the challenges identified
in EuropaBON, and testing the operability of the solutions proposed in
these case studies. The testing in different countries and contexts, as well
as the co-development of solutions (which includes governance) can play a
vital role to help increase the ownership from environmental policy actors
and ultimately ease the adoption of recommendations and possible
solutions.

Jessi Junker, iDiv

EuropaBON Mid-term review meeting

EuropaBON’s first mid-term review meeting took place from 29-31
August, 2022 at iDiv, Leipzig, Germany. The meeting gathered project
partners and the project officer, advisory board members, external
reviewers and other external members from the EU Commission, in-person
and online. During the three-day meeting, EuropaBON’s partners rehearsed
their presentations (day 1) for the official review by the external reviewers
and by members of the EU Commission, which took place on day 2 of the
meeting. On day 3, EuropaBON partners and advisory board members
internally discussed upcoming events and work to be done in the second
half of the project across the different work packages.
Through detailed presentations and very insightful and productive
discussions, the review meeting was a great success. The EU Commission
and the reviewers gave extremely positive and constructive feedback and
were very satisfied with the achievements that EuropaBON has managed
to accomplish thus far.

Jessi Junker, iDiv

We are 800!

Our network is steadily growing with over 800 members (as of
27.09.2022), representing 413 organisations from 56 countries across
Europe and beyond, and more than 800 followers on our Twitter account.
Nevertheless, EuropaBON is still actively engaging with potential new
stakeholders to join to expand the network, in particular to fill specific gaps
that have been identified in the membership, including the business sector,
NGOs, and citizen scientists.
We are progressing well with mapping Europe's biodiversity stakeholder
landscape to identify connections and key actors and assess their roles in
designing the new EU-wide biodiversity monitoring system. However, there
are still member profiles that haven’t been completed/ updated yet. To
also include those members into our analysis, we would like to ask you to
please update/ complete your member profile. To do this, go to the
EuropaBON members page, log in with your password, click on the
“Member Profile” tab on the left-hand side, and fill out any open/ outdated
questions marked with a red star (i.e., required fields).
If you are not a member yet, but would like to help us design Europe’s
biodiversity monitoring future, then join our ever-growing network and sign
up here.

Jessi Junker, iDiv

2 News from the secretariat
Coming this November: EuropaBON and Biodiversa+
are hosting a stakeholder conference

EuropaBON's second stakeholder hybrid conference is going to take place
on 8 November 2022 in Brussels, Belgium. For the organisation of this
stakeholder conference EuropaBON is partnering with Biodiversa+ to bring
together the wider biodiversity monitoring community. This event will
provide the opportunity for a range of stakeholders from academia,
policymaking, NGOs, government, and the private sector to get updates,
meet and exchange, and provide input to the future of biodiversity
monitoring in Europe.
The morning sessions will provide context on the use of biodiversity
information in decision making from the perspective of multiple interested
stakeholder groups. There will be plenary presentations and invited talks
with a focus on new and emerging topics of interest. In the afternoon, two
main sessions will run in parallel. The first session will be led by
EuropaBON where we will concentrate on discussions on the state of the
art in biodiversity monitoring and we will invite all participants to reflect
these in focused group sessions. The second session will be led by
Biodiversa+ (closed session) and will focus on the use of biodiversity
monitoring data in private-sector decision-making.
We invite you to join us remotely or in person! Please register here.
For more information on EuropaBON or the conference, please contact
info@europabon.org.

Hannah Moersberger, UFZ
Ian McCallum, Ivelina Georgieva, IIASA

EuropaBON workshop and talk at World Biodiversity
Forum

A team of EuropaBON members and collaborators led a two-hour workshop
at this year's World Biodiversity Forum in Davos, Switzerland, from 26
June to 1 July 2022. The workshop titled "Co-designing a European
Biodiversity Observation Network: Monitoring for Policy and Action"
attracted about 45 participants. EuropaBON staff Henrique Pereira, Hannah
Moersberger, Nestor Fernandez and Ian McCallum first presented user and
policy needs of biodiversity data in Europe; the list and specifications of
essential biodiversity and essential ecosystem services variables (EBVs
and EESVs) for a European-wide biodiversity observation network; and the
operationalization of EBVs and EESVs through policy showcases such as
the Habitats and Birds Directives. Participants then gave active feedback

on the scientific challenges as well as stakeholder engagement in World
Café style small group discussions. This feedback is now being integrated
into upcoming EuropaBON deliverables. Henrique Pereira also gave a
keynote talk on the last day of the Forum.

Hannah Moersberger, UFZ

ECCB info stand & symposium

Between 22-26 August, EuropaBON took part in the European Congress
of Conservation Biology (ECCB) in Prague, Czech Republic. On the third day
of the conference, EuropaBON hosted a symposium titled “The future of
biodiversity monitoring in Europe,” which was attended by more than 70
participants across Europe and delivered a lot of food for thought for
designing the future EU biodiversity monitoring system! We also jointly
hosted an information booth with our close collaborators at Biodiversa+ to
spread the word about our work and network with our partners,
collaborators and other interested conference participants..

Jessi Junker, iDiv

EuropaBON at the NetworkNature event

The NetworkNature Annual Event took place on 27-28 September, 2022
in Brussels, Belgium and provided an opportunity to learn more about the
state-of-the-art developments in NBS practice & policy. The event has been
focused on the Network Nature semester theme “Nature-based solutions
and Standards”, to ensure the quality, effectiveness, and scale of
implementation that helps deliver the European Green Deal and the
challenges related to biodiversity, climate change, and socio-economic
development.
In accordance with this, EuropaBON’s partner Leonard Sandin of NIVA,
presented the project both at the “NetworkNature: Upscaling Naturebased solutions in policy and practice" session and at the Network Nature
Taskforces Cluster Meeting.

Leonard Sandin, NIVA

Lifewatch-BE "Biodiversity day"

In the frame of Lifewatch-ERIC, the Lifewatch-BE node organises a
"biodiversity day" about habitat mapping on 5 October, 2022 in Brussels.
Project coordinator, Henrique Pereira, was invited to give a keynote
presentation on EuropaBON at this important event, which is expected to
gather about 100 participants from the broad Belgian "biodiversity"
community, including policy makers, researchers and industry. The
presentations of the day will cover different aspects of biological valuation
and habitat mapping in Belgium. It will include a presentation of the three
administrative regions of Belgium, data and tools provided by Lifewatch, as
well as several use cases of biodiversity data in decision making,
conservation or research.

Jessi Junker, iDiv

Biodiversa+/ GBIF joint event “Data beyond borders:
collaborating to support biodiversity information
needs in Europe and beyond”
We are very happy to have been invited to this one-day symposium
organised by the Biodiversa+ and the Global Biodiversity Information
Facility (GBIF) (both are part of EuropaBON’s advisory board) on 6 October,
2022 in Brussels. The overall objective of this symposium is to explore and
catalyse collaboration across multiple EU institutions, in partnership with
Biodiversa+, the GBIF Secretariat and nodes, to exploit fully the
opportunities for scaling up and harmonising efforts to improve availability
of data for implementation of European and global biodiversity objectives.
Invitees include GBIF HoDs and nodes, Biodiversa+ partners, biodiversity
teams in European Commission directorates and other relevant EU
agencies.
The event will be livestreamed for anyone wishing to follow it, but inperson attendance is restricted to invited participants and delegates at the
29th meeting of the GBIF Governing Board, due to limited space. For more
information visit the GBIF website.

Jessi Junker, iDiv

KCBD ad hoc monitoring group meeting

We will hold the 2nd meeting of the thematic ad hoc group on biodiversity
monitoring on 7 October, 2022 as a hybrid event in Brussels. The aim of
this full-day meeting is to receive feedback from the European Commission
on 1) the EBVs and their specifications defined for EuropaBON and 2) the
potential for a biodiversity monitoring coordination centre for Europe. The
meeting will include two sessions (one in the morning and one in the

afternoon) with presentations on each of the two discussion points,
followed by interactive break-out sessions. This meeting is by invite-only
and participants will include EuropaBON partners and representatives from
DG ENV, DG MARE, DG RTD, EEA, REA, and others. The meeting is cochaired by EuropaBON partner Camino Liquete (JRC), Vujadin Kovačević
(DG ENV), and Christina Pantazi (DG RTD).

Jessi Junker, iDiv

EuropaBON is attending TDWG 2022 in Sofia,
Bulgaria
EuropaBON and iDiv are organising
an open session at the Conference
on
Biodiversity
Information
Standards (TDWG 2022), which will
take place in Sofia (Bulgaria) on 1721 October, 2022. Here the team
leading the development of the
Biodiversity Essential Biodiversity
Variables (EBV) Data Portal will put
to a test and discuss with the
community the work they are
doing. The objective of this session
is to present the EBV-Data-Portal
and the gridded data structure
(netCDF) and how it is now adapted
to represent EBVs.

During the session we will openly discuss the terms we suggest as a basis
for the definition of this information standard that could provide and
maintain a sustainable information framework and infrastructure that
meets the needs of science and society for open, persistent, interoperable,
well-described and easily discoverable biodiversity observational data.

Miguel Fernandez, iDiv

The Science Briefing organised by SwissCore in
Brussels on 19 Oct

EuropaBON partners will take part in the Swiss Science Briefing 2022, titled
“Biodiversity: monitoring causes and consequences of change” on 19
October, 2022 in Brussels. The meeting is organised by Swiss Core and
will discuss the causes and consequences of biodiversity change, focus on
monitoring activities and assess where there is a need for future research.
EuropaBON will be represented by Drs Joachim Maes (DG REGIO) and Jose
Valdez (iDiv/MLU), who will join the science panel at this event, together
with Dr Eva Spehn (Swiss Biodiversity Forum at the Swiss Academies of
Arts and Sciences), Prof Dr Markus Fischer (University of Bern), and Anne
Teller and Vujadin Kovačević (both from DG ENV).

Jessi Junker, iDiv

3 Other news from the network
NaturaConnect: developing the knowledge base for
a resilient Trans-European Nature Network

The new European project "NaturaConnect: Designing a resilient and
coherent Trans-European network for nature and people" started in July
2022 as part of the Horizon Europe programme for research and
innovation. NaturaConnect will support the implementation of the EU
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 in legally protecting a minimum of 30% of
the EU's land area —including 10% under strict protection— and
integrating ecological corridors.
Research in NaturaConnect is organised around six main objectives aimed
at addressing gaps in the representativeness of the current system of
protected areas in Europe; identifying critical corridors to maintain and
enhance ecological connectivity; and developing scenarios to support
designing a more resilient nature protection network in the face of global
change. An effective involvement of stakeholders is key to support
achieving these targets. That's why NaturaConnect also implements
stakeholder engagement processes at all stages of the research, bringing
the vision and recommendations of a variety of stakeholders (European
Commission, National administrations, NGOs, etc.) and integrating these
visions in the spatial planning of nature protection.
The project, led by the International Institute of Applied Systems Analyses
(IIASA) and co-led by the German Center for Integrative Biodiversity
Research (iDiv) and the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg (MLU),
involves a consortium of research institutions from nine EU countries and
European NGOs. During the next four years, the consortium will develop
biodiversity protection scenarios and will deliver spatial planning tools that
support the implementation of a more coherent nature protection network
for Europe.

Nestor Fernandez, iDiv

Data beyond borders: collaborating to support
biodiversity information needs in Europe and
beyond

A one-day symposium organised by the European Biodiversity Partnership
(Biodiversa+) and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), on the
margins of the 29th meeting of the GBIF Governing Board (GB29), will be
taking place in Brussels 3-5 October. Biodiversa+, gathering 74 research
policy actors and environmental policy actors from 36 European and
associated countries, is part of the European Biodiversity Strategy for 2030
that aims to strengthen the interface between science, policy, and

practice.
Co-hosting this symposium with GBIF provides a forum for key
stakeholders to strengthen cooperation between Biodiversa+, GBIF, the
European Commission, agencies, research programmes, infrastructures,
networks, and initiatives to deliver the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and
the 2050 vision of 'Living in harmony with nature' adopted under the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
Full agenda and link to registration and streaming (registration by invite
only, streaming open to all) here.

Hilary Goodson, GBIF

GBIF launched a Consultation on primary
biodiversity data and the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework
GBIF had recently announced a new Consultation on primary biodiversity
data and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, which was
launched on 13 September, 2022. Followed by a webinar, the 2 week
online consultation closed on 28 September. The consultation aims to
explore how to improve workflows around the primary biodiversity data on
which indicators and EBVs rely and highlight the key role of biodiversity
observation networks and information facilities in achieving the goals of
the post-2020 framework.
Details about the webinar can be found here.

Andrew Rodrigues, GBIF

Ecology from space: EuropaBON’s member from
INRAE at the INTECOL 2022
The INTECOL Conference took
place from August 28-Sept under
the theme "Frontiers in Ecology:
Science & Society” A symposium
"Ecology from space" invited
experts
in
both
biodiversity
monitoring and satellite remote
sensing to discuss ways to better
capitalise on this technology to find
operational
solutions
for
biodiversity – discuss RS-ENV and
conservation,
implications
for
policy and practice. Speakers were
able to debate the implications for
conservation policy and practice.

Amongst the participants was one of the EuropaBON members JeanBaptiste Féret of INRAE, France, who presented at the conference session
"Monitoring forest diversity from space: perspectives with current and
future satellite missions."
The presentations showed the variety of sensors available and their ability
to develop original methods to use and combine information resulted in
many ecological applications leading opportunities to predict the
consequences of changes in drivers at different scales within a context of
global change

Sandra Luque, INRAE

Connectivity between countries established by land
birds and raptors migrating along the AfricanEurasian flyway
A recently published paper in the Conservation Biology Journal is
highlighting the connectivity between countries established by migratory
birds (between Europe and Africa), which has the potential to inform the
EuropaBON framework regarding conservation and monitoring of migratory

species (birds).
On the policy front, the paper makes the point of the important
collaborations needed to conserve this shared natural heritage,
highlighting some important collaborations that would benefit individual or
multiple migratory species. On the monitoring front, we highlight priorities
for tracking studies to better understand the conservation needs of these
species.
This work shows that monitoring and protecting "European" biodiversity
needs to go beyond the borders of the continent itself!
You can find the full paper here.

João Guilherme, CNRS

The green EFOTT festival has been a real success –
the amount of waste in a swimming pool remains in
circulation

EFOTT with its 120,000 visitors is one of the largest and most significant
summer festivals in Hungary. However, EFOTT is not only a summer party,
the organisers of the festival besides the concerts put a great emphasis on
sport, gastronomic, and cultural life. Due to these, daytime programs are
expanding almost every year, not only in number but in quality as well.
This year, the host MATE and the Knowledge Centre for Circular and
Economic Analysis made a unique green commitment, creating a closed
biological cycle for all organic waste generated at the festival. The host
MATE and the Knowledge Centre for Circular and Economic Analysis also
organised the selective collection, on-site pre-treatment, and further
composting of biodegradable waste generated at the festival. This
completes the biological cycle for all bio-waste generated there, which has
never been seen before at any domestic festival. With this unique throw,
MATE and the Knowledge Centre for Circular and Economic Analysis not
only avoid the use of single-use plastics, replacing them with carbonneutral products, but also close the biological cycle from the product that
has become waste to the creation of the new product, soil-improving
compost. In the opinion of the participants, the initiation is positive and
should be followed by other festival organisers. They also claim that it is
easier to be environmentally conscious if the circumstances allow it in the
first place.

Bozóki Boglárka, Knowledge Centre for Circular and Economic Analysis

Nature FIRST: Forensic Intelligence and Remote
Sensing Technologies for nature conservation
The newly funded Horizon Europe
Nature-First project, kicked-off its
beginning earlier in September,
2022. The 3-year long project is
devoted to developing predictive,
proactive, and preventative tools
for
nature
conservation.
The
consortium’s leading experts will

be combining forensic intelligence
and remote sensing technologies
and digital twins.

The tools are demonstrated in the European regions: Carpathians, Danube
Delta, Stara Planina mountain and AncaresCourel. Nature-First closely
collaborates with EuropaBON and EuropaBON’s scientific coordinator, Jessi
Junker, is part of the Nature-First Advisory Board.
Follow Nature-First’s progress by joining their LinkedIn network.

Boris Hinojo, 3edata

Exciting new Horizon Europe project – Modern
Approaches to the Monitoring of Biodiversity
(MAMBO)

On 15 and 16 September, leading experts from all over Europe gathered
in Aarhus, Denmark for the kick-off meeting of the newly-funded Horizon
Europe MAMBO project.
MAMBO aims to advance biodiversity monitoring across the EU through the
integration of sensor development, deep learning, computer vision,
acoustics, remote sensing, citizen science and modelling. Moreover, the
project will develop, evaluate and integrate image recognition and sound
recognition-based AI solutions for EU biodiversity monitoring of species.
Follow MAMBO’s progress by joining the project’s Twitter network.

Tokke Høye, Aarhus University

Laserfarm – A high-throughput workflow for
generating geospatial data products of ecosystem
structure from airborne laser scanning point clouds
The EuropaBON project is currently co-designing the future biodiversity
monitoring for the EU, focusing around the Essential Biodiversity Variables
(EBVs) that have been identified through the stakeholder involvement.
Some of these EBVs require high resolution data on vegetation structure. A
new paper led by W. Daniel Kissling from the EuropaBON consortium
presents a high-throughput workflow for the efficient, scalable and
distributed processing of multi-terabyte LiDAR point clouds from national
and regional airborne laser scanning (ALS) surveys into geospatial data
products of ecosystem structure. This free and open source workflow will
therefore facilitate EU habitat monitoring and other applications in ecology,
biodiversity monitoring and ecosystem restoration.

W. Daniel Kissling, University of Amsterdam

The University of Reading has an open position for a
Postdoctoral Research Associate

The University of Reading is looking for a PhD research associate to join
their team and contribute to the co-designing of an interactive decision
support system within the iDeer project.
The successful candidate will be a highly motivated quantitative ecologist
with a strong commitment to collaborative, interdisciplinary research
initiatives. The candidate will join a dynamic team passionate about
national and international conservation and will be involved in developing
predictive models to underpin a co-designed interactive decision support
tool - the 'iDeer tool' – which will facilitate strategic woodland creation and
management that minimises deer impacts on new and existing woodland
and other neighbouring land uses in England and Wales.
Further details about the position and how to apply you can find here.

Tom Breeze, University of Reading
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EuropaBON's dissemination team would like to invite you to share all
EuropaBON-related updates, stories and recent achievements to
g.popova@pensoft.net.
Please send us all:
•
•
•
•

scientific papers
events where you've participated
products and services that you've created
any other noteworthy achievements

With your help we will spread the word about the EuropaBON!
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