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Who am I and why am I here?



EEA, Eionet and the topic centres

Information, data and assessments about 
the state of the European environment

European Environment Agency (EEA)
• support policy development
• analytical expertise
• data flows

The European Environment Information 
and Observation Network (Eionet)
• partnership network
• 38 member and cooperating countries
• 400 national institutions from 38 

countries

7 European Topic Centres (ETCs) 
• Consortia of expert institutions



The European Topic Centre on Biodiversity and Ecosystems (ETC BE) 

• Consortium of 24 partners, led by NIVA
• Terrestrial, freshwater, marine
• Started January 2023
• Topics merged from two previous ETCs

• Data assessments
• Indicator development
• Policy assessments

• Monitoring data as basis for implementation of EU directives, strategies and policies



It’s all linked to policy

Data as basis for tracking progress towards policy implementation
• Environment Action Programme and European Green Deal
• Underlying policies and directives

• E.g. Biodiversity Strategy, Farm to Fork Strategy, Zero Pollution Action Plan, …
• E.g. Water Framework Directive, Birds and Habitat directives, Nature Restoration Law,… 

Data driven assessments of terrestrial, freshwater and marine ecosystems 
• Terrestrial, freshwater and marine ecosystems
• Effects under climate change and to mitigate climate change
• Cumulative drivers and pressures on ecosystems
• Socio-economic implications of solutions

Ambitions
• More cross-policy assessments
• Links across ecosystem types



ETC BE Work packages and Action Plan 2023

WP1: Monitoring, reporting and data assessments
• Indicators: development, proposals, updates: 6 tasks
• Data flows and data analysis - Biodiversity, nature and terrestrial policies: 5 tasks
• Data flows and data analysis - Freshwater policies: 6 tasks
• Data flows and data analysis - Marine and maritime policies: 2 tasks
• Information systems: 1 task

WP2: Protection and Restoration of Ecosystems
• Assessments linked to 2030 Biodiversity strategy: 2 tasks
• Protected areas (effectiveness, dataflows, scenarios): 3 tasks
• Restoration (soil, agri, marine, rivers, forests, Nature Restoration Law): 7 tasks

WP3: Sectors, systems and sustainability challenges
• Ecosystem conditions, drivers and pressures (contaminants, litter, eutrophication, land use, climate, 

overexploitation, climate, multiple pressures): 9 tasks 
• Nature based solutions, bioeconomy and socio economy: 4 tasks

ETC management, partnerships, networking and outreach
• Management
• Networking, partnerships, outreach (Eionet, science-policy interface)



ETC BE: 24 consortium partners

NIVA Norwegian Institute for Water Research NO, DK Coordination and management, networks, freshwater, marine, AMR, contaminants, governance

MLU/iDIV Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg DE Birds and habitat directives, protected areas, terrestrial biodiversity indicators and data flows

TC VODE TC VODE SI Dataflows, freshwater, marine litter, machine learning

BfN Bundesamt für Naturschutz DE Birds and habitat directives, dataflows, biodiversity, marine

SYKE Finnish Environment Institute FI Marine, coastal, transitional waters, land use changes, socio-economy

IIASA International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis AT Terrestrial biodiversity, protected areas, nature restoration, land use

BRiS Brilliant Solutions GR Freshwater, water resources

CENIA Czech Environmental Information Agency CZ Integrated water assessment, waste water, networks

UBA-DE Umwelt Bundesamt DE DE freshwater, water management, data flows, drinking water, contaminants

GFN Global Footprint Network IT Biodiversity strategy and policies

Deltares Deltares NL Marine, socio economy

AU Aarhus universitet DK Protected areas, ocean acidification, socio economy

ISPRA Istituto Superiore per la Protezione IT Marine protected areas, habitats, pressures

UFZ Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research DE Cross cutting issues, soil, restoration law, agriculture

UBA AT Umwelt Bundesamt - AT AT Terrestrial biodiversity, data flows, invasive species

ICES International Council for the Exploration of the Sea DK Fisheries

FT Fresh Thoughts AT Freshwater, water scarcity

INERIS L'Institut national de l'environnement industr. FR Contaminants

KU-CMEC Københavns universitet DK Protected areas

SSBE Seascape Belgium BE Marine, science policy

Biopolis Biopolis PT Invasive species, habitat mapping

UDE Universität Duisburg-Essen DE Cross cutting issues, networking

SAP Sapienza Università di Roma IT Protected areas

DML Dark matter labs NL Socio economy



Monitoring data across Europe

Example: an index of habitat 
conservation status

Strengths and weaknesses

• Coverage across Europe
• Official data from the countries
• Terrestrial, freshwater, marine
• Understandable for lay people (?)
• Legally binding data reporting

• Differences between countries 
(border effects)

• Details lost in aggregation?
• Bias due to legally binding elements?
• Research project data not necessarily included

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/figures/spatial-distribution-of-habitats-conservation



Take home messages

Monitoring data is gold!

Direct links to policy implementation strengthen relevance

Across policies

Long term data

Across Europe

National obligations 

Links to science



Thank you
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