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European Bird Census Council (EBCC)

www.ebcc.info

The EBCC is an association under Dutch Law of like-
minded expert ornithologists co-operating in a range of 
ways to improve bird monitoring and atlas work and 
thereby inform and improve the management and 
conservation of birds populations in Europe.

• Network of national delegates
• Journal – Bird Census News
• Website, social media, e-newsletter
• Triannual conference
• Three major pan-European projects



European Bird Census Council (EBCC)

www.ebcc.info





Pan-European Common Bird 
Monitoring Scheme (PECBMS)



PECBMS

• Main goal is to use birds as indicators of the state of 
nature using scientific data on bird populations in 
Europe, bringing data together from an expanding 
network of countries

• Initiative of EBCC & BirdLife International since 2002 
• Coordination team based at CSO (BirdLife partner in Czech 

Republic)
• Funded by European Commission & RSPB





Creating Pan-European wild bird 
indices & indicators

Birdwatcher does 
survey National scheme 

calculates species trend

PECBMS calculates 
European species trend

PECBMS calculates 
European indicators
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European Wild Bird Index
All common birds (168)

Forest birds (34)
Farmland birds (39)



EuroBirdPortal.org



EuroBirdPortal.org



EuroBirdPortal.org
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“The first atlas has 
been cited in 3150 
scientific publications”



European Breeding Bird Atlas 2 (www.ebba2.info)





EBBA2: Some big numbers

• 5 years of fieldwork
• 50+ European countries
• 596 breeding species
• 5,110 50x50 km squares
• 11,075,000 km2

• 120,000+ volunteer 
fieldworkers

Fieldwork 2013-17(18)
Atlas published 2020
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Do the biogeographic regions differ in 
their overall change?





Is there any general geographic 
pattern of change?

Overall
northward 

shift
mean: 28 km
(c. 1km/year)
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Coturnix coturnix
Common Quail © Christopher Schmidt

Phalaropus lobatus
Red-necked Phalarope



Research uses of EBCC outputs 
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Policy uses of EBCC outputs 



Summary 

www.ebcc.info

• EBCC has fostered an effective, low-cost network
• Both “bottom-up” and “top-down” approaches
• Delivers robust measures of abundance and range 

change for hundreds of species
• Real-time reporting is opening up great range of 

potential for future
• Datasets support vital research into e.g. biodiversity 

and environmental change
• Results can (and are) be synthesised into policy 

relevant products



Development, and barriers

www.ebcc.info

• Significant and substantial gaps in coverage and 
capacity remain esp. East & Southeast Europe

• Substantial gaps in what is monitored
Barriers…
• Need strong, capable & supported EBCC partners
• Wider societal awareness and interest in biodiversity 

leading to greater citizen science engagement
• Stronger and stable governmental support at national 

level
• Funding – both at country level, and for EBCC’s central 

role. Contract-to-contract existence for programmes.


